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THE KUKANG RESCUE PROGRAM IN 2022

The Kukang Rescue Program is primarily focused on combating the illegal wildlife trade 
and protecting slow lorises in Indonesia, particularly in the province of North Sumatra. 
The year 2022 was still affected by the restrictions associated with the global COVID-19 
pandemic, which, however, mostly gradually subsided. For the whole time, the pandemic 
limited the activities of the program only partially, and in 2022, everything could fully return 
to normal, with some new activities even being added. This report is thus a summary of 
the most important events that took place in 2022 not only in Indonesia but also in the 
Czech Republic and the rest of the world, including the Internet.

COOPERATION WITH LOCAL COMMUNITIES IN 
SUMATRA

In 2022, intensive cooperation with farmers from the Kukang Coffee community continued. 
The coffee team ensures that the coffee is of the highest quality, but also that the farmers 
involved in the Kukang Coffee community respect the ban on hunting protected species. 
More farmers joined the community in 2022, becoming conservationists. The community 
that creates Kukang Coffee and whose members pick, dry and sort coffee beans by hand 
counts around 700 people! Their village is located directly on the border with the protected 
Leuser ecosystem, and therefore it is possible here to more and more often see rare and 
protected animals in the fields or even while resting at home – slow lorises, pangolins, but 
also orangutans.

But it is becoming more and more difficult for our farmers to get good coffee seedlings. So, 
we decided to take the Kukang Coffee project one step further and provide 200 coffee tree 
seedlings to each member of the coffee community. In addition, each of them received 20 
avocado tree seedlings, which after a few years after planting will form bio-corridors for 
wild animals. In addition, avocados will represent another important source of finance for 
farmers. We are thus getting into a point where not only do our partner farmers not hunt 
protected animals, but they have even started to create a better and more connected 
environment for the wildlife.

A farmer just joined the Kukang  
Coffee community

Manual processing of the Kukang Coffee 
right on the plantation
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Delivery of coffee and avocado  
seedlings to farmers

Buying freshly harvested coffee  
from a farmer

A farmer plants new avocado seedlings  
and creates a bio-corridor

Coffee drying in  
the coffee house

In 2022, regular annual monitoring of wild animals took place. In the past year, in addition 
to the monitoring of the area around the Kukang Centre, the monitoring in the field area 
where Kukang Coffee is also grown was renewed. Here, monitoring took place traditionally 
in cooperation with two former poachers, who are now part of our rescue program. On the 
very first day of the monitoring, the team came across a slow loris in the secondary forest 
near the village, and on the second day, the team members were in for an even bigger 
surprise when they broke the previous record for the number of slow lorises observed in 
one evening (9)! After three years of systematic monitoring, the results indicate that the 
number of slow lorises has been increasing here since the beginning of our conservation 
activities! By employing former poachers and growing Kukang Coffee, thanks to which the 
local people stopped hunting protected animals, we and especially the local people can 
enjoy such a large number of slow lorises.

In 2022, another 800 kg of Kukang Coffee was exported to the Czech Republic, and even 
in a higher quality than ever before. An important role in this was played by the coffee 
house, which, with the support of the Embassy of the Czech Republic in Indonesia and 
the Czech Development Agency, the program finished building in 2021 directly in the area 
where the coffee is grown. The processing and storage of our coffee have improved in this 
coffee house. The story of coffee, that protects nature was summed up in 53 seconds in 
a new video.

https://www.facebook.com/project.kukang/posts/pfbid0c8qmEvJYvZdkaMENRqKcY4vC8P5SVNVSXYmkakiJS9wvKHT4JeeXMAdFHXLnGxV4l
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800 kg of coffee ready for export  
to the Czech Republic

Smiles of the field team before  
the night monitoring

Slow loris observed through  
a thermal camera

Kukang Coffee Café in Ústí nad Labem, 
Czech Republic

One of the observed slow lorises in  
the secondary forest

Data recording during night monitoring  
in the program’s monitoring area
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Installing camera traps in the Kukang  
program‘s field area

Capture of the Sunda pangolin  
on a camera trap 

Asiatic golden cat on a camera  
trap image

Female great argus on a camera  
trap image

In the field area, where the program, with the help of the local community, pursues long-term 
conservation of slow lorises and where Kukang Coffee is grown, the team has started installing 
new camera traps. These camera traps help to reveal what animals inhabit the environment 
together with slow lorises or where, on the contrary, slow lorises do not occur. One example 
for all was capturing a pangolin! We were thus able to confirm that, despite previous intensive 
hunting of pangolins in this area, these animals still survive here.

COOPERATION WITH GOVERNMENT AGENCIES IN 
INDONESIA AND THE FIGHT AGAINST WILDLIFE 
SMUGGLERS

In 2022, we managed to carry out an intervention in Sumatra as if from a crime scene. 
A  months-long undercover investigation of a  Sumatran gang of wildlife smugglers led 
to the capture and arrest of its high-ranking member - a  smuggler nicknamed Greed. 
Through several of his WhatsApp groups, which had hundreds of members, countless 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=513605134028726
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endangered wild animals were sold daily, 
including slow lorises, pangolins, and even 
a baby Sumatran elephant in the past. An 
international team led by the Indonesian 
police from the province of West Sumatra 
(POLDA SUMBAR), officials from the local 
Nature Conservation Agency (BKSDA 
SUMBAR), Czech conservationists including 
the Kukang team and members of the non-
profit organization Lestari was supposed 
to arrest Greed in his home right when 
he was selling animals. The intervention 
was unexpectedly dramatized when Greed 
changed the meeting place at the last 

Three confiscated leopard  
cat kittens

minute. But the intervention team promptly 
changed their plans and the smuggler’s 
head was eventually caught. During the 
intervention, critically endangered animals 
were also seized, namely a Sunda pangolin, 
three young protected leopard cats, and an 
Asian giant tortoise. These animals were 
subsequently transported to quarantine 
and veterinary examination. As the pangolin 
and tortoise were freshly caught, they could 
be released back into the wild. Leopard 
cat kittens stay at the rescue station until 
they grow up and gain more strength. After 
that, ideally, they too will be released into 
a selected nature reserve.

Inspection of recently  
seized animals

The raid on the wildlife smuggler  
in the city of Padang

Press conference on the arrest  
of smuggler Greed
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These successes started a  whole series of other investigations. We believe that in the 
coming years we will be able to look forward to more cases of uncovering and combating 
the illegal trade in animals not only on the island of Sumatra.

Critically endangered Nias hill mynas  
on the black market

Confiscated Nias hill mynas  
in Tuangku Island

RESCUE AND REHABILITATION CENTRE IN SUMATRA

At the Kukang Centre in the village of Bandar Baru, a several-day event was organized 
in April to de-worm and de-flea the four-legged pets of the residents of the area. The 
event ran for four days, including Earth Day on Friday, and was completely free. At the 
same time, the educational team tried to point out to visitors and dog and cat owners 
the difference between endangered wildlife and their pets, that it is not a good idea to 
confuse the two, and why wild animals are not suitable for the role of pets. The following  
video was created during this event.

However, this was not the only smuggling case that the international team managed to 
solve, this time with the support of a team from the Faculty of Tropical AgriScience of the 
Czech University of Life Sciences Prague. Already in May, in cooperation with Indonesian 
investigators and the local police, it was possible to catch one of the ten biggest smugglers 
of mynas in Indonesia, who was operating on the island of Java. He had with him 5 critically 
endangered songbirds Nias hill mynas and a  black sicklebill, a  rare bird from Papua 
that is traditionally hunted for its feathers used in tribal headdresses. In the case, the 
investigators also tried to uncover the corruption that took place during the setting of the 
bail, thanks to which the smuggler went free. Through this case, Czech conservationists 
and their teams succeeded in infiltrating a network of smugglers of endangered birds. At 
the end of July, a local team of conservationists, in cooperation with the local branch of 
the nature conservation agency and the military, seized 11 Nias hill mynas from a trader 
on Tuangku Island, which would otherwise have been sold as pets. The total world 
population of this species numbers the last few hundred individuals. The mynas were in 
good health, so they could be released back into the wild the same day. Arrested hunters 
lost their earnings and were given suspended sentences. The case is still open. The aim 
of the investigation is to crack down on other key and higher-ranking coordinators of 
this smuggling network. A team of Czech conservationists has been drawing attention to 
the issue of critically endangered birds in Indonesia for a long time. Poachers are able to 
capture the entire population of one species in a single operation on a small Indonesian 
island and, thanks to corruption, often get away with it without punishment.

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1132042054065332
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Last year, in addition to the existing Kuta Male area, we started monitoring nocturnal wild 
animals around the Kukang Centre as well. This year we continued monitoring this area. 
One of the animals encountered by the field team in the vicinity of the Kukang Centre is the 
small-toothed palm civet (Arctogalidia trivirgata), whose occurrence in Sumatra correlates 
with the occurrence of slow lorises. Unfortunately, slow lorises were not observed near the 
centre. It turns out that animals are often hunted near human dwellings, and education of 
the local population is, therefore, a very important part of conservation activities.

Small-toothed palm civet near  
the Kukang Centre

Colourful greenery  
in the Kukang Centre

Biodiversity measures in the Kukang Centre are starting to bear fruit and it is possible to 
meet more and more species of wild animals, which often raise their young here.

Veterinary inspection of pets  
at the Kukang Clinic

Awareness campaign about  
endangered species



https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1184586855484479








https://www.facebook.com/kukangcoffeesumatra/posts/pfbid0jKb6L1Hq6tfe4NVhwFPaxp68JeJANTVnmgqSXdnmh7jjKyaWxPzJCSFvFjRBBvUXl
https://www.facebook.com/kukangcoffeesumatra/posts/pfbid0jKb6L1Hq6tfe4NVhwFPaxp68JeJANTVnmgqSXdnmh7jjKyaWxPzJCSFvFjRBBvUXl
https://www.facebook.com/kukangcoffeesumatra/posts/pfbid02wosMcsnzcmE6KfVAhxhNHX2rq5xT9ASqMKHBorWuLBMvoctsoEjpCRKB9419pYyil
https://www.facebook.com/kukangcoffeesumatra/posts/pfbid02wosMcsnzcmE6KfVAhxhNHX2rq5xT9ASqMKHBorWuLBMvoctsoEjpCRKB9419pYyil
https://kolemsveta.cz/festival-kolem-sveta-2022-podzim/?fbclid=IwAR2V_OvR24_DmWRLxiBCK-FFWyFVQCKzME6NBlvpfinr8O5GtdkrB4974BQ
https://www.facebook.com/kukangcoffeesumatra/posts/pfbid0MFs6d9JkUAgwJMFvsgLfEQD535DJStXzJbGRuC12J7cCiK3FhvgyPkgJd1LK9YeCl
https://www.facebook.com/kukangcoffeesumatra/posts/pfbid0J4eKPRGyx9DqzGDXYFQ58SxVy2NP1FUVs5AYMJCVaG1nMWdomFtmqzpgvF6chabMl
https://www.hedvabnastezka.cz/kukang-aneb-jak-se-z-pytlaku-v-indonesii-stali-ochranci-zvirat/?fbclid=IwAR17oBWSE65rNTjyVYpNXu8HkGLGD4DrKyEACbAoxAZ7R7Upa-XnqN9gOu8
https://www.hedvabnastezka.cz/kukang-aneb-jak-se-z-pytlaku-v-indonesii-stali-ochranci-zvirat/?fbclid=IwAR17oBWSE65rNTjyVYpNXu8HkGLGD4DrKyEACbAoxAZ7R7Upa-XnqN9gOu8
https://www.facebook.com/kukangcoffeesumatra/posts/pfbid0XHjcmitryusEiUewpvjb67SgxFfU7M5ktKoujpbF9BMhz1QDzaMDY8JbNhaA8yodl
https://www.facebook.com/kukangcoffeesumatra/posts/pfbid0XHjcmitryusEiUewpvjb67SgxFfU7M5ktKoujpbF9BMhz1QDzaMDY8JbNhaA8yodl
https://symposion.gjk.cz/harmonogram?fbclid=IwAR3vqjH23rz7URIWX_Uljf___4bRIEB5Zxd0EmpuPclpvCRwpK3ZXj3Q4H4
https://www.facebook.com/kukangcoffeesumatra/posts/pfbid0gqedntYsWY8Xir11vHm2iF9LBtFaMFX4i1XedjVwzoovB7PjuqqTXeobWLqsfn3jl
https://www.facebook.com/project.kukang/posts/pfbid02cUHBumkGk866smeye2hbHdFpPorb6j6p62MrMY5TgjvSbam8NpPsM3TK87m7wEfJl
https://www.facebook.com/project.kukang/posts/pfbid02cUHBumkGk866smeye2hbHdFpPorb6j6p62MrMY5TgjvSbam8NpPsM3TK87m7wEfJl
https://www.facebook.com/project.kukang/posts/pfbid02cUHBumkGk866smeye2hbHdFpPorb6j6p62MrMY5TgjvSbam8NpPsM3TK87m7wEfJl
https://www.facebook.com/project.kukang/posts/pfbid02cUHBumkGk866smeye2hbHdFpPorb6j6p62MrMY5TgjvSbam8NpPsM3TK87m7wEfJl
https://www.facebook.com/project.kukang/posts/pfbid02RtJNM8zDcEkLodWAUUG28tQ2kVSHinkovHNVdxWvtYpH5yQB5y9Qv7hCpVqZLT65l
https://www.facebook.com/project.kukang/posts/pfbid02xm8P1imerYmFjmJS7XkrNUfjVaTMaTt3mbZ6zqj9qwFUj5PHa4WGHycyxCqyTZS9l
https://www.facebook.com/project.kukang/posts/pfbid02xm8P1imerYmFjmJS7XkrNUfjVaTMaTt3mbZ6zqj9qwFUj5PHa4WGHycyxCqyTZS9l
https://www.facebook.com/kukangcoffeesumatra/posts/pfbid0cc9Mp4GQhM2XgEu3nDRMTZGuFuxkEXS7DXxQEgRhUnHJBeQL9TWEaKVNmf4hWNYnl
https://www.facebook.com/kukangcoffeesumatra/posts/pfbid02Yy9gCWrmVk4NyvoGaAeouf5dqy9nK5v8ctGdi3Qmvob3VxnBY9Wme9p1Ub6nLLXPl
https://www.facebook.com/usti.nad.labem.volny.cas/photos/a.122183509147816/840813207284839/
https://www.facebook.com/usti.nad.labem.volny.cas/photos/a.122183509147816/840813207284839/
https://www.facebook.com/kukangcoffeesumatra/posts/pfbid02eb9DsUk2gHL7e3U5E6Sggfb1BnG5QXwbY629SsNtWe5brvr6Mxh4Xi2Sa8n7d1p2l
https://www.facebook.com/kukangcoffeesumatra/posts/pfbid0pLrNGXAm4aeUAdDenqVihwXbAzMpxE1mddCZoV14YcK7mPNWkNoGgrp4qadHXguEl
https://www.facebook.com/kukangcoffeesumatra/posts/pfbid02BL7D1TSkfugFLJtHw1kLq75Yw2qWwbg46ffgPFiWKo4R3hvrmeFT1g5QJ8Ub7xpYl
https://www.facebook.com/kukangcoffeesumatra/posts/pfbid02BL7D1TSkfugFLJtHw1kLq75Yw2qWwbg46ffgPFiWKo4R3hvrmeFT1g5QJ8Ub7xpYl
https://www.facebook.com/project.kukang/posts/pfbid0YL8NbKz2h5SRJJ7qQ4QN2eqvcGugXYHoAi8iMgmoyV9iFj1tKg7tQaaMPPzMeob5l
https://www.facebook.com/kukangcoffeesumatra/posts/pfbid04DJ23Moj2caYsJxQs38m9fabj438XJ7RB4RXudD3cKDgy8GtAs8drwufhYV7J1YWl
https://www.facebook.com/kukangcoffeesumatra/posts/pfbid033sXQpEQC8JE7pp2m7zqiTwUGpynX6ZjRGgU6RiCF8t9QwdLaeJHGA6WnqrNoKiw2l
https://www.facebook.com/kukangcoffeesumatra/posts/pfbid033sXQpEQC8JE7pp2m7zqiTwUGpynX6ZjRGgU6RiCF8t9QwdLaeJHGA6WnqrNoKiw2l


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G-b4Fmj-PA4&feature=youtu.be
http://www.stolenwildlife.org


https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid0kxpW8jRJe6VoFpuBEF3eVX3UHnC5g7sRByzX63B2zHSWCMddcET6F6BPWKgwaMv1l&id=100056603693670




https://www.eaza.net/assets/Uploads/CCC/BPG-2023/EAZA-BPG-for-Nycticebus-species-2022-final.pdf


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S0z3moH4570
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=3074500269471516
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t6hoO8gys7o


https://video.aktualne.cz/dvtv/ve-12-letech-ochranuje-zelvy-a-vozi-kola-do-afriky-bala-jsem/r~8218d03c860b11ed8d680cc47ab5f122/?fbclid=IwAR2GBr-BMvg--lo6j9igRnPIVoAz4Bhrl2PVT_mC5ESXscDfD0fapTfnPpQ
https://sever.rozhlas.cz/frantisek-pribrsky-a-tomas-ouhel-o-loskutacich-a-jejich-zachrane-8854659
https://www.facebook.com/project.kukang/posts/pfbid02bQU3F4ZqHUYEjPdJu9erryfDXt2q2jDRF2hqYHdiEt2pbSEFAeUYHRhUZxvFPZALl
https://radiozurnal.rozhlas.cz/spousta-zvirat-zemre-driv-nez-se-je-pytlakum-podari-prodat-popisuji-terenni-8843112
https://radiozurnal.rozhlas.cz/spousta-zvirat-zemre-driv-nez-se-je-pytlakum-podari-prodat-popisuji-terenni-8843112
https://canvasrebel.com/meet-lucie-cizmarova/
https://www.irozhlas.cz/veda-technologie/priroda/paseraci-zvirat-zoologove-ouhel-pribrsky-ochrana-prirody_2210161903_har?_ga=2.206833243.9187191.1672053836-1905050733.1632426193
https://www.irozhlas.cz/veda-technologie/priroda/paseraci-zvirat-zoologove-ouhel-pribrsky-ochrana-prirody_2210161903_har?_ga=2.206833243.9187191.1672053836-1905050733.1632426193
https://canvasrebel.com/meet-frantisek-pribrsky/
https://www.hedvabnastezka.cz/kukang-aneb-jak-se-z-pytlaku-v-indonesii-stali-ochranci-zvirat/?fbclid=IwAR17oBWSE65rNTjyVYpNXu8HkGLGD4DrKyEACbAoxAZ7R7Upa-XnqN9gOu8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jPHKOyz5W4g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jPHKOyz5W4g
https://blog.givt.cz/2022/05/12/zamestnavame-byvale-pytlaky-rika-lucie-cizmarova-ktera-s-netflixem-natacela-dokument-o-outlonich/?fbclid=IwAR1nVcgNByGS9tAGfp4zMaeB8JYc5bAmT1lclVUfIuspTydfytMm9ERkjXk
https://video.aktualne.cz/dvtv/s-dopadenim-hlavy-paserackeho-gangu-nam-pomahali-i-byvali-py/r~184e5554dc0c11ec8c6f0cc47ab5f122/
https://mailchi.mp/waza.org/wazas-flash-newsletter-1326863?e=d3135f6827&fbclid=IwAR3-n7AcfNbmz5SYyiZmplwWrZ8ilZtW_UE0kBLGoIxxY7s1_TvQm2_dJyU
https://mailchi.mp/waza.org/wazas-flash-newsletter-1326863?e=d3135f6827&fbclid=IwAR3-n7AcfNbmz5SYyiZmplwWrZ8ilZtW_UE0kBLGoIxxY7s1_TvQm2_dJyU
https://www.irozhlas.cz/veda-technologie/priroda/zoolog-outlon-luskoun-ochrana-zvirat-indonesie-ostrava-zoo-barack-obama_2209060010_kac?fbclid=IwAR1s_O3vFtZgnEwDP-s6Xbx22RtzwAovykQg85a0JWZh-4Ce5Us7XWsUquM
https://www.eaza.net/assets/Uploads/CCC/BPG-2023/EAZA-BPG-for-Nycticebus-species-2022-final.pdf
https://cnn.iprima.cz/rozhovor-frantisek-pribrsky-109457
https://www.facebook.com/primamazlicek/posts/pfbid02KHC4uR1vjH9pfTKdmXGy32nSEjYrqd5vj98j1fZiCzwWGRQbULULzAiwwgm5b3fpl
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wCquD2etMe4
https://sever.rozhlas.cz/o-outlonich-netflixu-i-boji-s-paseraky-s-frantiskem-pribrskym-8761774?fbclid=IwAR1ED4vNVTtIw7CiJzrt86RWt5XWlbPWajj4f74THeqjFdm8yLlFu2SQ5Bw
https://sever.rozhlas.cz/o-outlonich-netflixu-i-boji-s-paseraky-s-frantiskem-pribrskym-8761774?fbclid=IwAR1ED4vNVTtIw7CiJzrt86RWt5XWlbPWajj4f74THeqjFdm8yLlFu2SQ5Bw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UUDwLTF3GMY
https://www.ceskatelevize.cz/porady/10435049455-dobre-rano/322291310020056/
https://www.givingtuesday.cz/kupte-si-kavu-ktera-chrani-prirodu?fbclid=IwAR0copBk5Ciq93zWjWHg-vIKGZ_JcwIt7s174rjDgCffj8eTT31vqbJxTAI




https://bushman.cz/tricko-luskoun-w-olive/
https://bushman.cz/tricko-luskoun-light-olive/







